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Why an EU Strategy?

Cross-border dimensions

EU competence in common policies
affected by climate change

Economies of scale in capacity-building,
research, data-gathering and knowledge
transfer

Different capacities and vulnerabilities across
regions and population call for solidarity

EU Funding
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EU Adaptation Strategy (2013)

Contributing to a more climate-resilient Europe

Priority 2: Priority 3:
Better informed Key vulnerable
decision- sectors
making
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Action 1. Encourage MS to adopt Adaptation Strategies and

action plans
e Guidelines on developing adaptation strategies
e Check in 2017 coverage & quality of NAS

Action 2. LIFE funding, including adaptation priority areas
= cross-border floods management, cross-border coastal management

e urban environment

= mountain and island areas

= drought-prone areas (water, desertification, fire risks)

Action 3. Promoting adaptation action by cities along the

Covenant of Mayors initiative
e Launch on March 19, 2014
= Complements mitigation efforts under existing Covenant
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Developing national adaptation
strategies: why?

- An Adaptation Strategy aims to increase
society’s resilience to climate change.

- It is a framework for managing future climate
risk, prioritising and coordinating action.

- It must result in climate risk being considered
as a normal part of decision-making.

- Any climate change adaptation strategy must
be flexible and continue changing as new

Impacts are seen.
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Developing national adaptation
strategies: How?

- Commission published guidelines on developing
adaptation strategies

- Build on the adaptation support tool available
on Climate-ADAPT

- Advance a common understanding of important

aspects relevant to any adaptation process

- Highlight key principles for successful
adaptation processes

- Present various good practices taken by EU
Member States
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Brussels, 16.4.2013
SWD(2013) 134 final

COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT
Guidelines on developing adaptation strategies

Accompanying the decument

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT, THE COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCTAL
COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

An EU Strategy on adaptation to climate change

{COM(2013) 216 final}
{SWD(2013) 131 final}
{SWD(2013) 132 final}
{SWD(2013) 133 final}
{SWD(2013) 135 final}
{SWD(2013) 136 final}
{SWD(2013) 137 final}
{SWD(2013) 138 final}
{SWD(2013) 139 final}
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Developing national adaptation
strategies: When?

- The EU Adaptation Strategy encourages all Member States to adopt
comprehensive adaptation strategies (action 1)

- The Commission is providing guidelines for formulating adaptation strategies.

- By 2014 the Commission will develop an adaptation preparedness scoreboard,
identifying key indicators for measuring Member States’ level of readiness = on-
going discussions with MS

- In 2017, the Commission will assess whether action being taken in the Member
States is sufficient. If it deems progress to be insufficient, [...], the Commission
will consider without delay proposing a legally binding instrument.
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From national to local:
Fostering urban adaptation

e Cities and urban areas are particularly
vulnerable
e Impacts are often stronger and more costly:

e High share of population concerned (e.g. heat
waves)

e Different magnitude of damages due to
concentration of infrastructure/assets (e.g. cost of
floods in cities; port cities)

e Co-location of network infrastructure and possible
cascade failure (e.g. energy, ICT)

e Urban Heat Island effect

e ey ® Cohere.nce. be.tween national, regional and local
Temperaturs (*C) Strategles |S VItaI!
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Main challenges for urban areas

Map of how and where high tides of 226cm over sea
level will flood Inner Copenhagen (2110).
©City of Copenhagen

e High investment needs

Adaptation of existing infrastructure (e.g. buildings,
canalisation, electricity distribution)

Protective measures (e.g. flood protection in built
environment)

Climate resilience of new infrastructure (e.g. new
construction/planning parameters)

e @Governance issues

Long-term impacts vs. short-term political cycles
(political commitment)

Integrated nature of adaptation (many sectors)
Geographical scope and co-operation (e.g. river basins)

Risk awareness across policies and adaptive capacity of
stakeholders (incl. urban/land-use planning)
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'Mayors Adapt': Support for Cities

New EU initiative, launched on 19 March 2014
- Follows the model of the Covenant of Mayors (for mitigation)

Approach:
- Political commitment to develop/implement local adaptation
strategies

- Direct support for cities (help-desk)

- Link to LIFE funding — 2014 call focussed on urban adaptation,
including the development of urban adaptation strategies

- Better access to urban knowledge
(via Climate-Adapt)

=0
. www.mayors-adapt.eu ‘, MAYO RSADAPT -
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Priority 2: Better informed decision-making

Action 4. Knowledge-gap strategy

Identify and prioritise knowledge gaps

Feed this into programming Horizon 2020

Better interfaces science/policy/business

EU-wide vulnerability assessments: JRC (economic costs of cc); Integrated
threat and risk assessment reports (2015).

Action 5. Climate-ADAPT:

Develop interfaces with other databases and climate services
Inclusion of Copernicus (Ex-GMES) climate services
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Priority 3: Key vulnerable sectors

Action 6. Climate proofing of Common Agricultural Policy,

Cohesion Policy, and Common Fisheries Policy
= Guidance
= Capacity building

Action 7. Making infrastructure more resilient
e Mapping standards through CEN/CENELEC
= Guidelines for project developers

Action 8. Promote products & services by insurance and

finance markets
= Green paper insurance of disasters
= Stakeholder dialogue
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Thank you.

Where to find more information?

FaCtS h e et Strengthening Europe’s resilience to the impacts of climate change

The EU Strateqy on adaptation to climate change, adopted by the European Commissian in Apnil 2013, sets ol a framework and mechanisms for
taking the EU's preparedness for cument and future climate Impacts to 2 new level

To avold the most serlous risks of climate change, particularty large-scale imeversible Impacts, the intemational community has agreed that global
warming must be kept below 2¢C compared to the pre-industrial action to reduc: gas therefore
be needed for decates to come. But however successful these mitigation efforts prove to be, the Impact of climate change will Increase In the coming
decades fue to the delayed Impacts of past and current greenhouse gas emissions.

Europe a1d other parts of the world therefore have no cholce but to take adaptation measures to deal with the unavoldable climate Impacts and
their eco womic, environmental and social costs. By prionftising coherent, flexible and participatory approaches, It will be much cheaper to take earty,
planned i daptation action than to pay the price of not adapting to cimate change:

. EU adaptation
Climate-ADAPT et ———

Strateqgy package : -
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/publicati
ons/docs/eu_strategy en.pdf

CLIMATE-ADAPT
uropean Climate Adaptation Platform

CLIMATE ACTION
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Share your information
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http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/
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