Review of the current EU framework on adaptation to climate change and assessment of the relative
adaptation framework in Cyprus
Christina Papadaskalopoulou1, Maria Kasidoni1, Vasiliki Panaretou1, Konstantinos Moustakas1, Maria
Zachariou-Dodou1, Theodoulos Mesimeris2, Maria Loizidou1
1

Unit of Environmental Science & Technology, School of Chemical Engineering, National Technical University of
Athens, 9 Iroon Polytechniou Str., Zographou Campus, 15780 Athens, Greece. Tel: +30 2107723108. E-mail:
chpapad@chemeng.ntua.gr
2
Department of Environment, Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment, Nicosia, Cyprus.

Abstract
The aim of this paper is to review the progress made so far at European level in establishing a European
framework on adaptation to climate change and in integrating climate change and adaptation considerations
into existing and new European sectoral policies, strategies, plans and legislation. Furthermore, the advances
made in Cyprus up to this point with respect to mainstreaming European policy on adaptation in its national
policy, strategies, plans and legislation is assessed, while potential barriers to implementing adaptation
measures, such as legal and policy-level inadequacies or inconsistencies, are identified. The analysis begins
with the overall framework on adaptation and continues with the different policy areas where adaptation
actions have been identified. These policy areas are: water resources, biodiversity, forests, soil resources,
agriculture, fisheries & aquaculture, marine areas, coastal zones and public health. The study revealed that a
solid framework for promoting and enhancing adaptation action is being systematically developed during the
last decades in the European Union. However, although a rich set of recommendations for promoting
adaptation at European level has been elaborated, the framework has not yet been sufficiently transformed
into legally binding goals. As far as Cyprus is concerned, several plans, strategies and policies that take into
account adaptation have been developed and proposed, but, until now, none of them has actually been put
into practice.

Keywords
Climate change; adaptation; European Union; Cyprus; sectors

1

