Speech of the General Director of the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment 

Dear Participants, 
The protection of the environment constitutes one of the most important issues that Europe and thus Cyprus faces, since it is a necessary precondition for the existence of health, prosperity and appropriate life quality.      

The Environment of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment is responsible for the management and the rational use of natural resources and is the coordinating body for the protection of the environment. One of the most important parameters of environmental policy is the protection of water resources. Water is an irreplaceable natural resource, which covers the basic human needs, is the key for the development of countries through agricultural, industrial, tourist and economic activities and is of paramount importance for the preservation of all ecosystems. Therefore, we have the obligation to contribute to the protection and the rational management of water resources, especially in our country which is characterized by limited water availability.   
Cyprus has an obligation as a full member of the European Union (EU) to fully comply with European status, especially in the environmental policy sector, which is a very sensitive sector. To accomplish this target, the continuous briefing and sensitisation of all the related bodies as well as the citizens of the country is required, in order to promote the rational use of water and the development of environmental consciousness. I would like point out that importance of the promotion of practices for the retrieval and reuse of treated wastewater, as well as the utilization of every available water resource, with the simultaneous protection of the environment.             
The project ‘Development and Implementation of an Integrated System for the Control and Monitoring of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Plants in Cyprus’, with the acronym COMWATER, which was materialized by the Water Development Department (WDD), significantly contributes towards this direction, focusing on the development of actions for the rational management of wastewater produced in this island. With the project’s completion, Cyprus covers some of its obligations with respect to the EU environmental policy and legislation and particularly with respect to the Directive 91/271, which is related to the monitoring of urban wastewater treatment plants, the control of treated effluent originating from wastewater treatment plants and more generally to the protection of the environment and of sensitive areas. In addition, it helps Cyprus to adopt an integrated approach for the management of water resources, which is the basic requirement of Directive 2000/60 and contributes to the fulfillment of other EU Directives such as Directive 86/276 related to soil protection when sewage sludge is applied to it for agricultural and other purposes.    

Through this project, a valuable, strategic tool has been created in the field of wastewater management. The systematic monitoring of the wastewater treatment plants of Cyprus is achieved. Furthermore, the effective control of the treated effluent and the monitoring of the pollutant loadings to the environment are guaranteed. This data is required, so that suitable preventive and remedial measures are taken and the required information regarding wastewater is provided to the EU and to International Bodies. The later together with the promotion of treated effluent reuse practices contributes to the protection of human health and the environment, to the increase of water availability for irrigational purposes as well as the preservation and the qualitative upgrading of the island’s natural resources.          
From this step, I would like to thank the Water Development Department for the successful completion of the project COMWATER and I declare the initiation of this Conference.  
