Speech of the Director of the Water Development Department 

Dear Participants, 

I would like to welcome you all to this LIFE Conference of the project with title ‘Development and Implementation of an Integrated System for the Control and Monitoring of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Plants in Cyprus’ which is held today, here in Nicosia, and is organized by the Water Development Department of the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment in collaboration with the Department of Chemical Engineering of the National Technical University of Athens.   
This project is known with the acronym COMWATER and is part of the European Union LIFE-3rd Countries Projects, since its submission and acceptance took place prior to the incorporation of Cyprus as a full-member of the European Union. LIFE-3rd Countries projects aim to contribute to the establishment of capacities and administrative structures needed in the environmental sector and in the development of environmental policy and action programmes in third countries bordering on the Mediterranean and the Baltic Sea. Today, Cyprus, as a full-member of the European Union (EU), can participate in the LIFE-Environment programmes and has to fully conform to the EU Directives and Decrees. In Cyprus, given the scarce water resources, their sustainable management is of paramount importance in order to fulfil the Directive 91/271 concerning the installation of sewerage systems and the accomplishment of the required effluent standards from the urban wastewater treatment facilities, as well as the more recent Directive 2000/60 referring to the development of an integrated policy for water resources management.           
The Water Development Department (WDD) is one of the Departments of the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment. Its main objective is the rational development and management of water resources in Cyprus. In this context, the responsibilities of the department cover a wide and diverse spectrum, which includes: 
· The collection, processing and classification of hydrological, hydrogeological, geotechnical and other data necessary for the study, maintenance and safety of the water development works
· The study, design, construction, operation and maintenance of works, such as dams, ponds, irrigation, domestic water supply and sewerage schemes, water treatment works, sewage treatment and desalination plants, and 
· The protection of the water resources from pollution 
· The development of environmental consciousness of the consumers in order to save water  
As far as the urban wastewater treatment plants are concerned, the WDD is responsible for their design and construction in all of the island’s regions so that Cyprus can fulfil the European Directive 91/271. Furthermore, the WDD is responsible for the installation of tertiary treatment units in the wastewater treatment plants and for the use of the plants’ treated effluent. Finally, the WDD participates in the control and monitoring of the treated effluent quality, so that the environment is protected.    
Within the framework of the project COMWATER, an integrated management system concerning Urban Wastewater Treatment Plants in Cyprus was developed, which enables the operators and National Authorities to monitor and control their operation in an effective and consistent with the European Environmental Policy way. This way the WDD can obtain the information necessary in order to perform future designs and in order to fulfil the country’s obligations to the European Union and to International bodies, as far as the quality of treated wastewater and their effects on the environment are concerned. Furthermore, this project has contributed to the development of uniform specifications concerning the conduction of sampling, measurements and analyses and has significantly facilitated the more efficient cooperation among the Sewerage Boards and with our Department.        
Seizing this opportunity, I would like to thank all those who have contributed for the successful completion of project COMWATER and especially the employees of the WDD, the National Technical University of Athens and the Sewerage Boards of Nicosia, Limassol, Larnaca, Paphos and of Paralimni-Agia Napa. 

