Prof. M. Loizidou: Welcome speech

Dear participants, 

I would like to welcome you in the Conference of the LIFE – 3rd Countries project «Development and establishment of an integrated system for the control and monitoring of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Plants (UWTPs) in Cyprus - (COMWATER)». The project was implemented by the Water Development Department (WDD) of the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment of Cyprus (Beneficiary) and the National Technical University of Athens (NTUA).

The targets achieved and the results obtained through the implementation of the project are very important for the country, since the project focuses on a significant environmental topic, the management of the wastewater generated in the island with simultaneous protection of the natural water resources. The main benefits gained from the completeness of the project are the following:

· Adoption by the Cypriot competent Authorities of the provisions and priorities of the European environmental policy and legislation concerning the management of urban and rural wastewater.

· Promotion of the reuse of treated wastewater; the aim is to increase the availability of water for irrigation purposes, as well as to preserve and protect the natural water resources in Cyprus which are limited. 

· Operation of the wastewater treatment plants in an effective way, fact that ensures the production of treated wastewater suitable for safe disposal to the environment (in the cases that the reuse of treated wastewater is not practicable) 

· Adoption of standard practices and methods for the conduction of sampling, measurements and analyses, fact that ensures the validity of the results (quality control and quality assurance)

· Effective control and systematic monitoring of the discharge of industrial wastewater into the network swage (avoidance of possible problems that may be caused in the operation of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Plants (UWTPs)

· Continuous control and systematic monitoring of the operation of the UWTPs by the operators, by using a standard recording system (forms, protocols) and adopting a state – of  - the – art technology (software and databases)

· Direct supervision of the operation of the UWTPs and systematic monitoring of the effluents by the WDD, using up to date management tools such as software, databases and GIS

· Direct and without problems provision of data concerning the operation of the UWTPs by the operators to the WDD

· Supporting of the WDD to prepare and submit complete and representative reports concerning the management of wastewater to the European Union and international organizations (Eurostat, European Environmental Agency)

· Supporting of the WDD to plan new wastewater treatment plants in order to cover the needs of the country

· Self – sufficiency of the country in know – how and personnel well trained in new methods and practices for the control and monitoring of the operation of the UWTPs

· Ability for the transfer of the know – how developed through the project to other countries, since the system that was developed faces the problem of the management of wastewater and the control and monitoring of the operation of the UWTPs in an integrated and effective way.

Analytical presentation of the project (content, tasks, aims, results) will take place in the speeches that follow. 

Closing my speech, I would like to thank the European Union for the financing of the COMWATER project, the representatives and the personnel of the WDD for their collaboration, the representatives and the personnel of the five Sewage Boards for their participation as well as all those contributing to the successful implementation of the project.

