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Building on INTERREG IVC



3 Tinos 03/07/2015

Setting the scene: ETC

EU regional policy: from 3 objectives to 2 goals

Goal 1: 
Investment for growth and jobs

97% of the funds
EUR 340 billion

Goal 2: 
ETC

2.9% of the funds
EUR 10.2 billion

2007 – 2013 2014 – 2020 
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Goal 2: European Territorial Cooperation

INTERREG: 3 strands / 80 different programmes (EUR 10.2 billion) 

IN
TE

R
R

EG

A

B

C

cross-border

transnational

interregional

networking

60 programmes
74% - 7,548 MEUR

15 programmes
20.3% - 2,075 MEUR

1 
programme

URBACT
INTERACT
ESPON

3 
programmes

INTERREG 
EUROPE

5.6%
571.6 MEUR

Setting the scene: ETC
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‘Learning by sharing’

Local / regional authorities exchange the experience 
with others in Europe facing similar challenges
in order to improve their practices / policies

INTERREG IVC (2007-2013)

Public authorities 
Bodies governed by public law

EU 27
Norway

Switzerland

INTERREG IVC: in a nutshell
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37 (31%)

44 (36%)

20 (17%)

18 (16%)

Innovation, research 
and technology 
development 

Entrepreneurship and 
SMEs

Information Society 

Employment, human 
capital and education

16 (19%)

9  (11%)

5 (6%)

7 (8%)

38 (44%)

10 (12%)

Natural and technological 
risks 

Water management 

Waste management

Biodiversity and 
preservation of natural 
heritage
Energy and sustainable 
transport 

Cultural heritage and 
landscape

Innovation and the 
knowledge economy

Environment and risk 
prevention

204
projects

2 285 
partners

90% of 271 NUTS 2 
regions covered

Facts & figures

All budget (302 M€) committed

INTERREG IVC: state of play
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EU wide exchange of experience / capacity building:

7.935 staff with increased capacity

407 “spin off” activities 

Identification / sharing / transfer of good practices:

6.475 good practices identified

→ 511 good practices transferred

Improvement of regional and local policies:

2,037 policies addressed 

→ 571 policies improved

INTERREG IVC: state of play

Main achievements (2014): a wealth of Knowledge!

See illustrations of results in the programme Annual Report!
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Thematic Programme Capitalisation

INTERREG IVC: state of play

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Xb2R4cHzNAo
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2 years - 12 sets of 

reports, brochures 

& policy papers

 benchmark the knowledge from the 
IVC projects

 demonstrate innovative 
practices, tools, methodologies 

 propose synergies & links with other 
EU initiatives

 make theme-specific policy 
recommendations

Thematic Programme Capitalisation

All available at:
www.interreg4c.eu/capitalisation/
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Presentation of Interreg Europe
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3 pillars translated in 11 Thematic Objectives in 2014-2020 regulation

SMART 
GROWTH

Economy based 
on knowledge & 
innovation

GREEN 
GROWTH

Resource 
efficient, greener 
and more 
competitive 
economy

INCLUSIVE 
GROWTH

High-
employment 
economy 
delivering social 
and territorial 
cohesion

Overall strategic framework: EU2020 strategy

Context

Interreg Europe
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€
INTERREG EUROPE

EUR 359 m

EU Cohesion policy

Policy learning among public authorities 
to improve performance of policies & programmes for regional development, 

in particular Structural Funds programmes

Goal 1: 
Investment for growth & jobs (G&J)

EUR 340 billion 
Goal 2: 

European Territorial Cooperation (ETC)

EUR 10.2 billion

Policy learning among public authorities 
to improve performance of policies & programmes for regional development, 

in particular Structural Funds programmes

Rationale
Interreg Europe
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Interreg Europe

EU28 + Norway &                      
Switzerland

Eligible area
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Thematic focus
4 priority axes

…S3

innovation 
infrastructure

innovation 
chains…

…energy 
efficiency

renewable 
energies

sustainable 
transport…

…creation,

development,

growth of 
SMEs…

…natural 
heritage

cultural heritage

resources 
efficiency…

Research and 
innovation

SME 
competitiveness 

Low-carbon 
economy

Environment and
resource efficiency

Interreg Europe
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B. Policy Learning PlatformsA. Interregional Cooperation 
Projects

Interreg Europe

Two actions to implement the programme:

322.4 MEUR equally shared 
over 4 priority axis (84MEUR)

15MEUR
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Objective

….to improve the effectiveness of the policies of the regions
involved in the project (in particular their Investment for Growth
and Jobs goal programmes)

Partners from different countries working together on a shared
regional policy issue (within the thematic fields of the
programme)…

Projects 

Definition

Interreg Europe
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Project organised in 2 phases

Exchange of experience ending up with the

production of 1 action plan / policy instrument

addressed

Monitoring of the action plan implementation

+ possible pilot actions

Phase 1
(1 to 3 years)

Phase 2
(2 years)

Interreg Europe
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Projects partnership: who is eligible?

• Public bodies (the main target group)
(e.g. local, regional, national authorities)

• Bodies governed by public law
(Directive 2004/18/EC)

• Private non profit bodies

Confirmation of the eligibility status: 
check with your contact point

Interreg Europe
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• From at least 3 countries, from which at least 2 partners 
from EU-MS

• Recommendation: between 5 to 10 partners

• Lead partner: public or public equivalent only from EU 
countries or Norway

• Stakeholder group: one per policy instrument  
addressed

Projects partnership features

Interreg Europe
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Co-financing rates According to legal status or location

85% ERDF Public or public equivalent from EU

75% ERDF Private non-profit from EU

50% Norwegian funding Public, public equivalent and private non-
profit from Norway

Swiss funding Public, public equivalent and private non-
profit from Switzerland

Recommended ERDF budget: between EUR 1 to 2 million

Project finances

Interreg Europe
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Objective: To contribute to policy learning across EU in particular
on Structural Funds implementation

Better exploit the projects’ results 

Open up the programme results to anyone interested

INTERREG IVC 
capitalisation

exercise 
S3 platform

Seville

B. Policy Learning Platforms - origin

Objective

Interreg Europe
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Online collaborative tool
With relevant functionalities          

+         Expert team
Content and coordination role

A service provided per priority axis via:

Platforms: what is it?

Research and
innovation

SME 
competitiveness 

Low-carbon 
economy

Environment and
resource efficiency

Interreg Europe
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Platforms
Examples of services

 Advice regional stakeholders and running projects

 Organise and facilitate peer reviews among regions

 Organise and facilitate thematic workshops

 Analyse, benchmark and disseminate the content of 
projects through dedicated events & publications

 Facilitate knowledge sharing and networking among 
regions on the collaborative tool

Interreg Europe
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Research & innovation 

 Peer review among regions with similar sectors of smart specialisation

SMEs Competitiveness

 Recommendations for regional SME development programmes

Low carbon economy

 Database of pilots on sustainable energy applications

Environment and resource efficiency

 Seminar for mutual learning among projects dealing with green technologies

Examples of actions per Thematic Objective

Interreg Europe
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Implementation
Sub-contracting arrangement

Through procurement procedure

Launched in the course of 2015

Operational in 2016

Target groups

Stakeholders involved  in the implementation of Growth & 
Jobs or cooperation programmes 

Other stakeholders relevant to the topics 

Platforms

Interreg Europe
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2 interrelated actions

Policy Learning 
Platforms

Open to all regions

Interregional cooperation 
projects

Enrich Contribute

Project 1 Project 2 Project 3

Interreg Europe
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INTERREG IVC Interreg Europe

Rationale Regional development 
policies

Regional development
policies, principally SF 

programmes

Area EU-27, NO+CH EU-28, NO+CH

Eligibility Public & public law bodies
No private

Public & public law bodies
Private non-profit bodies

Co-financing 75%-85% (country) 85% public or equivalent
75% private non-profit

Actions 1-phase project
+ CAP

2-phase project
+ PLP

Interreg Europe

Conclusions
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1. Improving Structural Funds programmes (video)

2. Public administrations as main target group (video)

3. Mobilising stakeholders (video)

4. Capturing results (video)

All features derive from the result oriented approach

Four features of INTERREG EUROPE projects

Zooming in Interreg Europe

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=YtGqM05O0eg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=rxWSGCbHO_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=zL3r5D423mo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=-ddciPfEDLc
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Assistance to applicants
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Support for projects

Tools

1. Partner search tool

2. Project idea database

3. Programme manual

4. Programme feedback
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1. Partner search tool

Partner search

http://www.interreg4c.eu/nc/people/register

Join our community ≈ 1500 people
and growing

Search for 
potential 
partners
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2. Project idea database

http://www.interreg4c.eu/nc/project/search

- Share you own project idea

- 4 colours = 4 themes

- Contact to idea owner (click on +)

After joining INTERREG EUROPE 

community 

- Partners involved and partners 

searched for are indicated

! Ideas are NOT validated by JS !

Find project ideas
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2. Social media

Partner search & project idea sharing
also via our social media channels

twitter.com/interregeuropewww.facebook.com/interregeurope

LinkedIn groups

• on partner search & 
project ideas

• 4 thematic sub-groups
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Need information for project development?
• Go to our website
• Get the programme manual

3. Programme manual
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4. Programme feedback

Need our feedback on your project idea?

http://www.interreg4c.eu/interregeurope/assistance/

• Go to our website

• Get the project idea 
feedback form

• Send it filled in back to 
us by email

• Get our comments and 
answers to your 
questions
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1. Calendar

2. Application pack overview

3. Quality assessment main principles

First call for proposals
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First call for proposals

• → 22 June – 31 July 2015

• No thematic restrictions: call open to all priority axes

• No specific requirement in terms of geographical coverage

• One third ERDF budget available:  MEUR28 per priority axis

• Procedure: on-line system

1. Calendar
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Need information for applying?
Go to our website!
www.interreg4c.eu

2. Application pack
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2. Application pack

Application Form

The online application system 
(www.iolf.eu)

http://www.iolf.eu/
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Letter of Support Partner declaration

2. Application pack
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Quality assessment

Scoring scale:
5 excellent
4 good
3 adequate
2 poor
1 very poor
0 knock-out criterion (KO)

A. Strategic assessment criteria
1. Relevance of proposal

2. Quality of results

3. Quality of partnership

B. Operational assessment criteria
4. Coherence of the proposal and 

quality of the approach

5. Quality of the management

6. Budget and finance

only projects that are successful at the 
strategic assessment stage (reaching at least an 
average ‘adequate’ level – i.e. an average score of 
3.00 or above) are assessed also from the 
operational point of view.

3. Quality assessment main principles
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interreg4c.eu/interreg-europe
interregeurope.eu

facebook.com/interregeurope

twitter.com/interregeurope

changing-regions.eu

For more information, please, follow us on:

Interreg Europe

http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fOjxx5bUG64BVM&tbnid=AHBxkKIazAoe8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://riicon.ca/new-website-form.html&ei=O2l3Uqb0Feir0gXJtIDwDg&bvm=bv.55819444,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNG0oN5zS15s4txMbwCqLVhNW0J1TQ&ust=1383643794008994
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